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M . , f this unnoiincement
re nmde to the I'lll-"l"l- d

and to llnnllfh
- a whole because l.anu- -

man who had achlevtd
ii,.l.. In the rnlKd States

. f Inn ceuiitrle reuret
,11-- e "an eminent llrltish

'I nut an orientalist of
.'I. have happened
'. fi.iuineiit, particularly

l ii.M'rsity of Pennsylvania
in ii. r of a century 111 !''

'i :'.i'tary at Nippur and
.,.!ai,:i' for Nam liallon.
'", unilirstanil tl ircum- -

..eer. tlioti u "ily i njnyed
' , ! exiu esslons of pro- -

"'. for they knew that
Shr.lito piofessor of

ai .lesus ColleKe, Oxford,
l'i an Ainerlcali throllKh

As a matter of fact, he
" tin- - middle West some
.us a. i. Alwa s Inter-'- i
lal hist, ry, In- - specialized

"L'. iiml nilainlim tirst rank
- ii". I t i o.xfotd. Not only
I" w i illi il to the chair

ui.'i.'liant tiaiiud Shilllto,
! i ' line an.l 1'iKilli'ii for him-- i

1,'ti'ii: in ('iiielnnatl one
-- t 'l. .iiiitiienl stores of the

Tl.. in. r merchant of
niiiarkeil fuitlier, had two

- v. I," nit uener.illy re-- i
tiewspnperM as "the Stallo

- titiui I'rof. l.atiKilnn had
- nl exaiiiuilni; at llrst

"f those lT.ni'O clay tablets
' hi Nippur, but opportunity

' r until last lelnbei', when
i. ,U' of alienee ami went

' i.i . where he spent a
- over a number of them.

' ' i.ibl, ts lai Hcly In the foiin
packed nHiiy In shallow
tin- fiaciiieiiis varying In

.e from those nf several
to bits as small as a

' I'm thermoic, they were
'i imrii..tai.oiis of dirt that
dated dnrinK thousands of

they hail lain hurled at

"e picked up, quite by
friiKinent, and

i" rii.stalion was able to
Hi of nit cuneiform .n- -

'I'i ii winch ).. i'oiiM inaki
tii'luil! that he asked

' l! l,riliin. dilector of the
M'l' i am to have the frn-- "
id This was done as soon
and then Prof, lainirdon snt

mum cittxt riTTXTt--k tr TTiTTnm
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MIAN TAELE1 BLAMES NOAH FOE FALL OF

Obverse of tablet found by Prof. Lang don, which gives legend of the Flood
and Fall of Man.

lino by line, every particle of the In-

scription. Ills vacation was almost
over ami he could not make a transla-
tion before sallitiu for Kiiuland, but on
arrlvlnir there he set to work and some
months later Kave to Assyrian scholars
a private and preliminary account
which Immediately compelled a fervor
uf interest and speculation,

The fragment, nccordlne to Lancdon.
contain the upper portion of the ob-

verse and the lowtr portion of the
of a three column tablet. "Juili:-liik- ,'

from the opeuini; ami clolni; Hues;
of our test." he say, "we have here a
hymn to NMiiirsnc or Arum, the Kod- -

ties who accnrdlni; to I la I ,yl. ill la il
tradition created man."

Here was the first point that aston-
ished those who welt familiar with the
story of creation as found In the llible.
According to the tradition iccorded on
this clay tablet about 4.T,t0 yeais ano. It
was not (!od but a bodiless who ciiai.il
mm. How far back this tradition had
e.xitil. fiotii whom it came down m
the l'.aby Ion.an scholar who recorded it
in the library at Nippur no one knows'.
1 til t It was record! d in the Sumerlan
a lanu'iuiKe then almo-- i as much of a
dead latlKllape as (!ret k Is The
Itabylotilan world of scholarship us d
Siimerian Just as the modern world lists
I.a'i!i.

"In Its complete stale," Prnf. I.nnc-don'- s

preliminary nnnouni i ment s,

"the tab. i t coniaineil ai otit I'lli
lints. The remnants of the (lr.t two
columns appari ntly slntr the heroic
deeds of the mother coddess and the
events which took place In her city,
Opi..

"Nut much can bo made out of 'he
i bv el se until we reach column 3,
win re we II ti tl otiiselveH In the midst of
a dispute between Nlntuil (one of tin
Siimerian titles of the uoddess ;)

and Knkl, or Ha. Kvidcuth
Knkl, the water tod. had decided t,i
destroy men by a delude. Niutiid siim-iitoi- is

the pious, with whom she was
not wroth, Into her temple, together
with lertalu 'divine anointed one,'
probably pMests.

"No commands to build an ark arc
Kiven, but the text says that Nilltud
said to the kltn; ' my kltm, the
delude swei jis away; yea, the delllue
: weeps away." Whereupon 'Ills foot on
the boat straightway he set, and two

guards he placed,' Then H.i
i link I si til waters which swept over
I'ie lields. 'The w iters of lla pns- -

S' ssi d the ileitis, tin the llrst day nf
the llrst month It beuaii and on the
ninth day of the ninth mouth there was
a passing away of the water."

Piof. Uiiindnii encountered then a
ci ;,sldc ruble bieak III the triangular
fragment of this precious tablet, but
after that found the name of the king
who survived the Hood,

"Ho Is called Tag tug, 'a gardener,'
whom link! summons to his temple
nnil leve.ils secrets to hini. Now Knkl,
or Ha, god of wisdom and the sea, Is
the ()a n lies of Hciossu.e, who soon
after the creation of men rose from the
MM to leach tlo in culture and civiliza-
tion, riiiloul'K illy we have here a
1'ilif mention of a more retailed ac-

count In .Suiiicrlau." Tagtug, whose title
h1i,,vi lilm lo have attained immor-
tal, ty, Is undoubtedly, In Prof, l.ang-don'- s

opinion, "I lie .Sumeri.iii original
of the Hebrew Noah." After further
explanation, together with comparison
of synonyms and references to other
Inst riptlons. the Oxford Assyriolnglsl
I ntllillUl'S!

"We have therefore a southern Rlitir-uppa- k

version In which the name of
the hero Is Identical with that of the
Semitic llabylonlati, a name which rc-v- e

ils also his translation to the Isle of
the IiIcn-ciI- , Where he, Ills wife and the
pilot It CeiVi d the boiin of ell mill lite,
This Is the version which has been
given by lli'iossiis, who says tha
.NNiitluos, his wile, his daughter and the
pilot were translated to the far away
In a veils,

"Hut Hie northern vcrs'ini in which
I lit' Itiluiial a, i mint Is band, know:' of
no translation to eleruil life. Although
Tagtug appears as an immortal after
the Deluge and In our t. inlet Kukl re-

veals to him wisdom, yet. as we shall
sie, he lost this lucomparable gift by
eating of some forbdden tree, HI
num., 'inn.ll In no ,Metl'-l..rtt.l-

another view of his fate; and In the
11,1, Ileal vtrslon lie too dies, the last of
th demlgoil. all of whom, witli tli
exception of Knoeh, lived nearly a thou-
sand years.

"It must be remembered that the
liabylonlaus regirded this moital life
as superior to any existence, however
fortunate, beyond the grave. They also
apposed the prcdl. avian kings to have

t njoyetl lives of Incredible length. To
the Iklbylollians and the Hebtews thost
patliachs of before the Hood must have
seemed men to whom the goiN had
given Immortality. Certainly Hebn w
and llab Ionian tradition pictures man
as much more mortal after the Ho.mI.

At any rate the tablet which we are dis-

cussing tells us ii nil la - after the
i latum of w isiliuii to Tautug of some

one who took and ate and was curbed
with the curse of mortality."

And now piof !. minion nial.i s the
aim. i.i i in i i ..it m.i.. -. rv. t.. upset
all .rii i.i t ed alias as to the Indi-

vidual who iS i i "J. ,l to li.u, i.i li II

the forli.il.lt ii fi nt and to hat rect ivt d

1

Reverse of clay tablet in Babylonian Collection at University o Pennsyl-
vania Museum.

the cttr-- e In consequence. Incidentally
he so uls to acquit both Adam and Hve
of one of the greatest crimes on the
calendar, a wrong from which countless
tieneiations tlrtw their theory as to the.
original sin in inch one of Adam's sons!
Sa. Laugilou en this point:

"I fail to see any escape from stippns-im- .'

that It is lu re the Suini't Ian Noah
and not the tlrt man who committed
fi s greit ob. dli nee and brought
'tltath into the world and a.l our woe.'
Such." he adds, "was undoubtedly the

.ew of that source which the Hebrews
themselves u-- iil iii writing the early
chapttrs of lit nesls, however we may
explain the sul'Slllutlon of Adam for
Noah in the story of the fall of man."

Thou,. Intensted In Ilibllcal history
i, nil legend have aruiieil for hundreds of
ve.iis as to what kind of fruit the for-- i
I'.iiil.'tl fruit Wis silpp"scil o have been.
Prof, l.anuilou now explains that tin-v-

titer of the econd chapter of denes.
ha .'ninl.iti.il Hie Hebrew and the ltab.v-l.uiia- n

trad ti..i.. resnrdinv the tree

whose fruit caused the ruin of hu-
manity:

"The Sumerlan. which Is the original
source, dearly taught tit at this tree
was a 'tree of life,' ti herb of healing,
whereby man could obtain absolute Im-

mortality. Since Stimerian theology
taught that the god created man to
t'll he gtotiiid, to build cities and to
worship the gods, the origin of n story
of this kind Is wholly natural. It was
the object of the gods to wit hold Immor-
tality from mankind, to whose sense of
Inferiority the gods owed the homage
and sacrifice they received. The legend
which transformed the tree of life Into
a tree of knowledge docs not appear
In Sumerlan-ll.tbylonln- n theology. It
eeni". In fact, to In. one of those pro-

found revelation which characterize
this ancient Hebrew document."

Piof. I.aiigtloti call at:etit'on to the
fact that ill the Hplc of Ciiunm.sh .

given the llabylon.aii traditions of tin
plant of life:

"Here it Is ilescribt tl a. a thorn bush,
iiini .t thorn like tint ..f the roe. A

IE

I !

Sphinx of Ramescs II. just received at University Museum, Philadelphia.
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In our tablet It I called a plan:, not a
tree, as In Hebrew, and Its name Is 'The
old man shall be made young,'

is said to have found this plant
111 the sea, and Its odor was fragrant.
It Is In this fragrant'- only that the
plant of healing. In the liabyloiiian
legend, agrees with the ca-sl- .i or cinna-
mon of .he original Sunn I Ian. In the
course of ages new version of This myth
arose, for whose explanation it would
be ss to s.arch. In the (llgimlsh
epic n serpent robs this hero of the
plant of healing, which points nt least
to a prevalent myth concerning the ser-
pent as an adversary of man."

A similar tradition occurs in n hymn
in Ishmc-Dagn- preserved on a lablet
In the Philadelphia collectlim, where
Prof. Iangdon Htids the following pas-
sage :

That In the houi' of Inavm tlw
lob me not;

Tli.n in the land of Hr.ch like a wild
bull I uiiiv walk in might :

To cause my sp enilor to 1... known pro-
pitiously in Kullab;

A holy conmiaiiil which changts not may
I ii n ii i utter.

mention n similar story In
which a serpent Is prevented from rob-
bing the mother of Ninglrsii of thu
v .at's milk by which she feeds the
"lending goat."

"Hile." he says, "the serpent is the
ir.n .notial adversary of the
e n th goddes. represented as a pa-

troness of goats, who feed the young
goat Nlllgllsll. These references to a
.npflit have a bearing upon the ser-

in nt that tempts man to tat of the
forbidden tree only In so far as they
re vt. I a very ancient Siinurlau myth
concerning the serpent as an adversary
of man.

"We should, having now found the
Siimeiian source of the fall of man. ex-

pect to Hud in this story the serpent
figuring as the tempter. If this tablet
contained this phase of the legend the,
lilies which mentioned It liui-- t have
stood Immediately b. fore the llrst pre-
served lines of ltever.--e column II. Wo
nre In no position to atllrni or deny the
(Mstence of the serpent tempter, but
I it. i !ci list of plants brings the ser-
pent Into connection with the cassia In

inannir which Is suggestive. No ex-

planation has ever been attempted, and
naturally until we knew Hint the cassia
is the plant of life in the story of 'the
Fall of Man no explanation suggested
in f "

After quoting In the original and
translating Into Kngllsh the passage
lie lefelH to Prof. I.atlgdoll continues:

"It Is difficult to explain tills per-

sistent connection of the eus'la with the
serpent unless some legendary connec-
tion be assumed.

"In our tablet the wrnlh of tho
Creatress In her disappointment with
the frail man who lost the longevity of
the predlluvliin age by his rash dis-

obedience Is told In the following Hues:
"Wrathfully to Knlil she spoke:
As for inc. Nlnliais.iM. I begat Hue chil-

dren, iiml what Is my war.l'."
:nlll tin beg. Her wrathfully nnsvw red :

TIkiii, oh Ninharsag, has begotten chil
dren,

And In my city, "Two c
shall thy name

in tailed. "
In a later passage, Prof. I.angdon

continues, thu talilet says that Nln-Inrsa- g

created "two creatine with
'mills, ft el and face a model" for
mankind.

As soon as Prof. I.aiigdon fully rml-Ize- d

the Importance of the triangular
fragment of that clay tablet and saw
that this opinion was Indorsed the world'
over by eminent oneutarsts he sent mi
urgi nt message to Dr. (lorilon, director
of the I'ulverslty of P. nnsyivanla
Museum, ri qucting that every t ifort
be put forth to Hud other fragments.
That which the oxford proftsMir had
found on one triii nun!. ir piece of clay
mi ant much- - hut nobody could tell how
much more Important mete the records
up. rilled on niK'sing fragments.

on rei l iving this message Dr. Cordon
left his ollke In the upper palt of the
biaiitlful museum building at Thlity-- t'

id and Spruce st'cels .i I'h ladelphia
ai d went down to the ground tloor and
thence still further down l i the tabula-tolle- d

be.ovv the frost line, which were
especially constructed with a view to
restoring the broken up volumes of clay
from tho great library at Nippur. fii--

pml nf the rooms contain shallow

I

a

a

i.

a

MAM
Tablet IxiDcribcd Cen-

turies Ago in City
of Nippur Clear..
Adam audi Eve of
Oiarges

wooden boxes, each holding hundreds,
In soine cases probably thousands, of
clay fragments, btokeii Into every le

shape and size and lit illy all
covered with Incrustation conctaling
their cuneiform inscriptions.

In the main library Dr. Cordon found
two of his Icthtilcal assistants, .M.s

Mary Coiinorton mid William Wllte,
who for more than n decade have done
little else than search those boxes of
fragments and assemble together bus
belonging to this tablet or that one,
Neither .Mr. Wltte nor Mls Coiinorton
has any knowledge of H.ihylonlan or
.Sumeriiin, but for fifteen years .Miss
Connorton has developed remarkaile
facility In picking out from a mass of
.'HO fragments In one box pcrh.ips two
or three that are part of a certain tab-
let, and from corresponding masses in
other bo.xes a fc..v more belonging tu
that tablet. While she has no knowl-
edge of the dead languages of those an-
cient peoples, she can distinguish at a
glance the tlirfetence in tin Ir handwrit-
ing.

Dr. Cordon delivered to these techni-
cal assistant. the request he had Just
received from Piof. I.angdon and nskttl
them to drop everything else until they
had found the missing fragments for
the tablet l.augdoii was working' on.
.Miss Coiinortnti ami .Mr. Wllte looked
lit each other. Stored away In those.
Wooden boxes were about 10.00(1 tablets,
practically every one being In the shape
of broken bits of unbaked clay. Alto-
gether they had bcfoio. them the pros-
pect of examining possibly ram, una to
l.UOO.OUtl fragments unless by nlieer ac-

cident they should come upon some of
those needed by the Oxford man.

It was something of a task, but It
hail to be undertaken and carried out
regardless of time and effort. Dr. Cor-
don returned to his olllce and Miss
Coiuiortoii decided to complete the work
then In hand, which was baking a re-

stored tablet in an oven before turning
to the new task. Mr. Wltte decided to
11 it s ti a few photographs he had In
process, get them out of the way In
the course of an hour and then com-
mence the long, patient search In asso-
ciation with Miss Connorton,

In the course of an hour or po both
assistants were ready to begin the ex-

tensive research, and decided to com-
mence with a box of fragments which
had been cleaned of incrustation threo
weeks before. It was a fortunate
thing they happened to select this par-
ticular tray. Dr. Cordon's astonish-
ment may be Imagined when, a few
hours Inter, he was Informed that tho
l.aiigilini t iblet was practically com-
plete.

Ilefore that day ended Mr. Wltte dis-
covered one very large fragment and
another of smaller size which exactly
fitted the single fragment I'rof. I.ang-tlo- n

had translated. The Inscriptions on
all three had been made by the same
liahylonlnu scholar. Miss Connorton
testltled. and from tho standpoint of an
expert In cuneiform characters there
could be no doubt whatever that tho
missing fragments had been found.

They were placed with the original
fragment nnd Dr. Cordon assured him-
self of the correspondence throughout
all of them. Then he had photographs
made of the obverse and the reverse
nnd sent thu photographs over to Ox-
ford by the earliest steamer. A short
time ago I'rof, I.aiigilnn received them,
translated them carefully and made his
lirlef announcement so recently cabled
to this country. The two skies of this
extraordinary tablet are herewith

for the llrst time in TllK Spx-i- n

v Scn through the courtesy of thu
I'nlveisity of Pennsylvania Museum.

At the top of the obverse (nnd the
bottom of the reverse) Is the triangular
fragment which I.angilon found last
autumn and copied with pen and paper
and afterward deciphered to the great
Interest of the scholarly world. It will
be noticed that the fragment referred
to constitutes only about one-thir- d of
the tablet as Hn.rlly restored by finding
Hie two other pieces. As the Inset

Is on each side, therefore. Prof.
I.angdon had only about one-sixt- h of
the inscription to decipher when ho
went back to Kngland toward the close
of l'M.1, Yet that one-sixt- h enabled
him to make the preliminary statement
which has been quoted nbove.

How much more he Is finding while
now deciphering the full text it Is Im-

possible to say. The museum Is ex-
pecting to receive from him by any
mall a translation of the complete
tablet. As soon iih his work Is done thn
university museum will welcome any
responsible scholar who may wis'h to
examine the tablet, verifying I.angilou's
opinions, criticising them and In any
other way adding to the sum of human
knowledge In this fascinating Held.
There has been im Impression that the
university museum guards it Nippur
treasures so Jealously that scholars not
connected with the Philadelphia Insti-
tution are piacllcally debarred from the
collection. Dr. Cordon desires Tim
Si'Niivv Sr.N to correct tills .lui 'vsmIoii.

"Thero never was a greater m stake,"
he adds. "We want to obtain all tho
light possible upon these tablets. Men
of scholarship from other Institution!!
are working here now. Wo welcome
them heartily and gladly give not only
iceess to the tablets but rooms to work
n and evtiy possible assistance and ty

that they may need,"
When ho was In Philadelphia exam-niii- g

tho tablets Prof, I.angdon
I; 1 to a friend there that the first

golden age of history was the Sumer-
lan, which nunc to a close about L'I 00
II, C. and was comparable to that of
Creece III the arts and sciences as well
as In literature, one of the Important
adjuncts to the gnat temple at Nippur
was Its college -- Ill all probability one of
the ii di st of the gnat educational insti-
tutions in the world,

Th" curriculum, as plainly shown by
tablets of the Philadelphia t .let lion,
ranged ail the way from studies of thu
pr.lil.iry grade tip lo hose of s stc mntlo
theology. The pupils did not Use slates,
after tin' fah,on of srliunl clulilr. :i of
modern time, but wrote their sum
ami other cm rtises on tablets of soft
day, on whiih mistakes could easily
be reclllleil by the simple method of
smoothing them out. For example, tho
Philadelphia colli ctlon contains n tab--
let on wlih h a schoolboy evkb ntly wa.t
writing out his lesson in cuneiform
characters and becoming dissatisfied
erased the work by pressing Ills thumb
Into tho surface of the c'.ay,

fintlffutinl nn Klnhlk Panr.


